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Environment minister asked to listen to locals

Keysbrook and North Dandalup communities are anxiously awaiting the Minister for
Environment, David Templeman'’s decision on the appeal lodged late last year against the

EPA’s approval to allow sandmining in the area by mining company, Olympia Resources.

Murray MLA Murray Cowper is calling on the minister to ensure that the extreme local
opposition to the sandmine is considered in his final decision on whether to allow the appeal

or not.

The community appealed the EPA’s approval of the mine late last year, saying that it
contradicted the Peel Harvey Water Quality Improvement Plan, that it could cause
irreversible acidification of the soil in the area, and that community consultation undertaken

by the junior mining company was inadequate.

Mr Cowper has been told that around 2000 tonnes of phosphorus will be dumped into the
Peel waterways, and that the company have applied to extract around 1.8 billion litres of

high quality water from the local groundwater aquifers each year.

Much of the community is opposed to the mine, including many school students from North
Dandalup Primary School, which won its second award for its environmental efforts, winning
the CSBP Environment and Sustainability Award.

“It is very sad that a community that has so much of its identity tied up with outstanding
environmental practices is having such a poorly planned project thrust upon them.”

“This community has every right to be outraged if their views are not heeded by the
Minister.”
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