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MLA calls for Logue Brook Dam support on 20 January

Murray Cowper MLA is calling for people to show their support for keeping Logue
Brook Dam open to the public by enjoying a sausage sizzle and family day at the
Dam on Sunday 20 January.

Mr Cowper is assisting Charlie Odorisio of the Logue Brook Water Ski Association in
raising awareness of what Mr Cowper calls a ‘ridiculous decision’ to close the dam to
recreational users in May this year.

“The dam and surrounds will be closed to people who use the area for canoeing,
water skiing, fishing, swimming, bushwalking and cycling, not to mention family
picnics,” he said.

“And the means far outweighs the ends : this decision is going to have a huge
negative impact, as shown in the petition which has already been signed by almost
1500 people who enjoy the dam, both from the region and the Perth metropolitan
area, including many from the Peel region, all for the sake of 5GL per year.”

Mr Cowper says that 19 GL of water is lost each year to things such as conveyance
losses, meters being under-read and burst water mains in Perth’s mains scheme
water network, and that utilising this waste could be part of the solution to finding
this 5GL elsewhere.

He believes that the ban is a slap in the face of democracy, and that the public
meetings and forums conducted by the Water Corporation prior to the decision were
merely a charade.

“The opposition to the closure has been phenomenal from the outset. Everyone that
| speak to says they don’t understand how the closure can go ahead when there are
SO0 many people against the move.”

He says that closing the dam is just the thin edge of the wedge and that it could lead
to many more important freshwater recreation spots being closed to activities that he
says are part of our Western Australian way of life.

“What is the Government trying to achieve, when they are stopping a significant
number of Western Australians from doing things that are part of an active, healthy
and involved community lifestyle?”

Further information on actions to oppose the closure can be found at
WWW.murraycowper.com.




Photo: Murray Cowper MLA and Charlie Odorisio of the Logue Brook Water Ski Club
distribute promotional flyers for the awareness day on 20 January.
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