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Alcoa Joint Unions seeking control of local councils 
Shadow minister for Industrial Relations Murray Cowper MLA is urging voters to 
be wary of “union propaganda” that is currently circulating in the Murray and 
Mandurah regions informing people of how to vote in the upcoming Local 
Government elections.  
 
He is concerned that local government elections, once a non-political process 
based on the merit of each individual candidate, are now becoming another way 
in which the unions are interfering with governments.  
 
“The ‘How to vote’ cards currently being circulated by the Alcoa Joint Unions 
(Communications, Electrical and Plumbing Union, Australian Workers Union, 
Australian Manufacturers Workers Union and Constructions, Forestry, Mining 
and Energy Union) have arisen as a direct result of the recent changes to the 
Local Government election system from a First past the post system to a 
preferential system.” 
 
“The new changes have brought politics into local government campaigning and 
have encouraged alliances such as these to form.” 
 
The tickets were issued by Will Tracey, an AMWU branch president, who was 
involved in a Western Australian Industrial Relations dispute in 2005 where it 
was claimed by a subcontractor that he and the AMWU had instigated 22 wildcat 
strikes in 9 months at 3 Alcoa refineries. The matter was settled out of court. 
 
“I believe there is a time and a place for unions, I was a union member for 27 
years, and local government elections are not something unions should be 
involved in, as there is a great scope for abuse of power if local governments 
were to become beholden to militant unions.” 
 
“The recent CCC findings regarding the Busselton Shire Council should alert us 
to the potential for local government corruption.” 
 
“Local government elections should be about electing exemplary community 
members, and are not the place for party politics.” 
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