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Rodoreda Crescent residents offer to buy land back after 
nonsensical bureaucratic decision 
 
Murray Cowper MLA has been consulting with Rodoreda Crescent residents after he 
was informed by the Department of Water of their decision to request that all residents’ 
structures be removed from the land backing onto the Murray River at Ravenswood.  
 
For many years the residents of Rodoreda Crescent have developed and beautified the 
land backing onto the river behind their houses despite not having ownership of the 
land.  However, in a move which Murray Cowper MLA has labelled “bureaucracy gone 
mad”, the residents are being asked to remove all structures from the land, such as park 
benches, lighting, and sprinkler systems, and let the land run wild once again. 
 
“At no point have these people stopped the public from accessing the land behind their 
properties,” Mr Cowper said.  
 
“Rather, they have beautified this land for the appreciation of passing boats, all at their 
own expense.” 
 
“Now they are being asked to let the land run wild again, in an erratic bureaucratic 
decision which has reportedly pushed some homeowners to the brink and convinced 
them to put their houses on the market.” 
 
Mr Vin O’Sullivan of Rodoreda Crescent is at a loss as to how the Department came to 
the decision.   
 
“It is a fact that people in houseboats and other small craft enjoy the experience of 
looking at the various houses and gardens that they pass when travelling up and down 
the river much more than the zero number of people that I have seen walking along the 
foreshore,” he said.  
 
Mr Cowper has written to the Minister for Water Resources, Mr Kobelke, in response to 
the residents’ concerns.  
 
“This decision has made the residents feel bullied by the department and I really 
question where the logic on this issue is coming from.” 
 
A number of residents have spoken to Mr Cowper requesting that they be allowed to 
purchase the land backing onto the river.  Residents are urged to put forward their views 
in Mr Cowper’s virtual town hall at www.murraycowper.com . 
 
Media Contact : Murray Cowper 0417 990 953 
Photo: Murray Cowper MLA listens to the views of residents Jennifer Jones and 
Vin O’Sullivan. 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


